


FECENOLOGY DEPTS 












Vol. 16, No. 2053 





Sparks 


New York Bound 
What’s Behind the Curtain? 
Prices Look Up 
A.D.N.’s Staff on the Spot 












By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 





"M SHOVING OFF for New 
York for what I expect will be 
one of the most interesting shows 
the automobile industry ever has 
held in the ancient Grand Central 


Palace. It’s going to make his- 
tory, unless I miss my guess, 
through the introduction of two 
major changes—independent front 
wheel springing by several mak- 
ers and a radical change in body 
design which is being sprung by 
the House of Chrysler. But those 
two innovations are not the only 
things in the industry’s 1934 bag 
of tricks. Each and every car 
company has something up its 
sleeve out of the ordinary, so the 
great American public is bound to 
» get full value for the admission 
fee. 


on ” » 

ON THE EVE of the show as 
it is at this writing, it is hard to 
predict just what we are going to 
see in the Palace. True, the in- 
dustry has departed from past 
practice this time in oozing out in 
advance some of the features of 
the new cars and yet holding the 
main announcement for the New 
York party. In consequence, we 
go to the show with a fair knowl- 
edge of what we are going to see, 
yet suspicious that some one will 
have a surprise about which we 
Paul Prys have heard nothing. 
But in the main most of the mak- 
ers have taken down their back 
hair and discussed with us what 
they have in store for the new 
year. 

ok * cs 

ONE THING we are going to 
have to wait for is prices. It will 
perhaps be noted that few of the 
companies announcing in advance 
of the show have named their 
lists, the reason for which is that 
every company wants to wait un- 
til the last minute before commit- 
ting itself. Each wants its com- 
petitors to name prices first in 
consequence of which we have a 
stalemate. I feel that most of the 
withheld lists will not be sprung 
until the actual opening of the 
show and maybe not then. 

All prices will be higher. That 
goes without saying because of 
the Blue Eagle, strikes and other 
things. Without knowing posi- 
tively, I would say that on the 
whole the advances will range 
from eight to fifteen, perhaps 
twenty, per cent higher than 
those that prevailed in 1933. 


* * 7” 


I’M LOOKING forward to an 
exciting week, covering the show 
for Automotive Daily News, but 
I’m resting sorta easy now since 
my co-workers have been select- 
ed. The routine news will be 
taken care of by an efficient staff, 
but there are to be high lights 
that promise to make good read- 
ing for “my public.” Cliff Knoble 
will contribute a daily column of 
“Free Air,” Mel Adams, our Chi- 
cago correspondent, will be the 
editor’s No. 1 boy and it may even 
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Industry Crowds Billion Dollar Class 


Ford N.Y. Show 
Ends; Over Two 
Million Attend 


New York, Jan. 2.— The Ford 
Exposition of Progress has closed 
its doors after a week’s extension 
over its scheduled run. 

The total attendance for the 
show was estimated at more than 
2,250,000 by Bruce W. Burroughs, 
manager. 

Despite a blizzard and sub-zero 
weather which marked the final 
day, daily attendance averaged 
about 128,000, Mr. Burroughs said, 
with the peak day recording more 
than 189,000 visitors. 

The show opened on Dec. 9 in 
the Port Authorities Commerce 
Bldg. 





Plymouth Has 
Two New Models 
Ready For Show 





Detroit. Jan, 2—Two new, cars LL swing open Sa“urday, 


incorporating many improvements 
and smart new styling, were an- 
nounced by the Plymouth Motor 
Corp. today for display at the New 
York Show. They are the Plym- 
outh Six and the De Luxe Plym- 
outh Six. Both cars are marked 
by even greater performance 
qualities and riding comfort than 
their predecessors, it is claimed. 

Both have a new type of 
individual front wheel spring- 
ing with coil springs of a 
Molybdenum steel, said to be prac- 
tically wnbreakable under severe 
tests; more powerfull 77 h.p. mo- 
tors with Floating Power engine 
mountings; smart, low, rakish 
bodies; new interiors with luxuri- 
ous trim and many other style and 
mechanical advantages, including 
hydraulic self-equalizing brakes 
and other basic Chrysler features. 

The new Plymouth Six is of- 
fered in four body styles: four- 
door sedan; two-door sedan; busi- 
ness coupe and rumble seat coupe. 
Wheelbase is 108 inches. The De 
Luxe Plymouth is offered in five 
styles, the four-door sedan; two- 
door sedan; business coupe; rum- 
ble seat coupe and convertible 
coupe roadster. Its wheelbase is 
114 inches. 

More than 21 new features and 


(Continued on Page 4) 


(Nash Gffers “LaFayette” 
As Their Bid for Sales 
In the Low Price Field 


Racine, Wis., Jan. 2.—Featured 
by appropriate ceremonies, the 
new low priced Nash-built auto- 
mobile will be christened here 
officially tomorr¢w. 

In advance, it; was announced 
today that the mr will bear the 
name of LaFayette. 

Up to now, it has been known 
as the “mystery car,” rumored as 
forthcoming from the Nash fac- 
tories. As a matter of fact, it 
will remain a mystery so far as 
the public and trade are con- 
cerned until it makes its formal 
debut Saturday at the New York 
national automobile show, when 
specifications wil! be made known 
to the world. 

Tomorrow’s ceremony will mark 
the first christening with cham- 
pagne since the repeal of prohi- 
bition, it is stated, and when the 
doors of the New York show 
the La- 
“Payette will sco’e anuther “first 
by being the only new addition 
to the names of cars in the in- 
dustry this season. 


Dodge Sales 





It is pointed out that LaFayette 
is not a brand new name and 
that it is the rebirth of a car 
line. Its predecessor a decade ago 
appeared as the nameplate on 
the de luxe Nash-built models. 
The new LaFayette, by contrast, 
invades the low priced market. 

Revival of the name LaFayette 
marks the first time in the his- 
tory of the industry for such a 
procedure. 

Invasion of the low priced field 
is to be undertaken on a large 
seale, requiring quantity pro- 
duction, great purchases of ma- 
teriuls and the employment of 
thousands of workers at the 
plants here. 

The LaFayette will also serve to 
round out the offerings of Nash 
distributors and dealers, placing 
them in a better competitive po- 
sition than before. 

C. H. Bliss will have general 
supervision over Lafayette sales, 


N. E. Wahlberg over engineering | 


T. Wilson over manufactur- 
_ (Continue d on Page 4) 


and J. 


Mounting 


As Dealers Report Orders 


New York,, Jan. 2. Sales | ex- 
pectations run high with the 
Dodge show contingent, whose 


vanguard, led by Emerson J. Poag, 
director of advertising and mer- 
chandising for Dodge 
Corp., arrived here this morning. 

One of the experiences cited by 
Poag as significant indication of 
what the new year holds in store 


for Dodge dealers is embodied in|} 


reports giving the attendance fig- 
ures of 22 regional organization 
meetings and previews 
models, and comparing them to 
the number of car orders placed 
during meetings 


Preview meetings held by F. H. | 


Akers, sales director, in six south- 
west cities attended by 2,805 deal- 
ers, salesmen, newspaper repre- 
sentatives and invited guests at) 
close of the meetings placed orders | 


Brothers | 





for 5,139 cars. Seven meetings 
held in eastern territory by W. M. 
Purves, assistant general sales 


manager, drew 4,908 persons, who | 


left orders for 6,384 new models. 
In the middle west, five meetings 
addressed by A. vanDerZee, gen- 
eral sales manager, and Emerson 
J. Poag, registered attendance at 
4,000 visitors and yielded orders 
for 4,158 cars. In the far west 
where four privileged showings 
were given by J. D. Burke, director 


a wae’ of truck sales, 1,344 persons at- 


tended with orders numbering 


2,545. 


The significance of the story, | 


Mr. Poag points out, is in the fact 
that 13,057 persons attending pre- 
liminary exhibitions of new cars 
bought 18,226 cars on sight with- 
out definite knowledge of prices at 
which new models will be offered 
to public. 


Plymouth Offers a Family Tie 





DeLuxe Plymouth six line for 1934 is called the family car. 


The interior is spacious and’ ra A ‘arn: 


rests in the rear seat; “leg-length” foot rest; three-way ventilating system, including a special side 


wing ventilator on the rear window. 


Hood louvers are new. 


Independent springs give better riding. 
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| Peodwelton Gain 
Of 43% in 1933, 
Report Shows 


By WILLIAM ULLMAN 


Washington, Jan. 2.—With an 
indicated gain of 43 per cent in 
total production and an increase 
of approximately 19 per cent i> 
dollar value of product, the auto- 
mobile industry narrowly missed 
climbing back into the billion dol- 
lar industry class in 1933. Only 
$29,000, separated it from this 
charmed circle in which ic once 
occupied first place among world 
manufacturing enterprises. 

The degree to which the motor 
industry came back during 1933 is 
most forcefully illustrated in the 
figures of the National Automo- 
bile Chamber of Commerce which 
show estimated production of. 2, 
048,000 vehicles as compared with 
1,431,494 in 1932. Although it in- 
creased at a less rapid rate, dollar 
value of the industry’s output 
rose from $793,045,300 in 1932 to 
an estimated worth of $970,200,000 
in the year just ended. 

It is a vivid, statistical story -% 
the manunoth proportions of mo 
ter transportation in this country 
that is told in this preliminary 
compilation of facts and figures 
prepared by the national trade 
association of the industry. Not 
even the unflattering gesture of 
comparing the figures with those 
of the halcyon years can make 
motordom seem small. 

Especially is this evident in 
such figures as that of 13,440,- 
000,000 gallons of gasoline con- 
sumed by the 23,720,000 passenger 
cars and trucks registered and in 
service auring the year. Other 
figures of eaue!] zignificance relat- 
ing to the stature of the industry 
are those showing that car own- 
ers spent $2,227,000,000 as their 
1933 fuel bill, including taxes, and 
that their expenditures for motor 
vehicles, accessories, service 
equipment and replacements of 
parts and tires amounted to $1,- 
655,928,000. The combined tota? 
represents an outlay of nearly 
$4,000,000,000 as a direct expendi- 
ture for highway transportation 
during the year. 

Hundred Million Increase 

The $1,655.928,000 which repre- 
sents the wholesale value of ve- 
hicles, parts and tires is an in- 
crease of $100,000,000 over the 
figure for the year 1932. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Bantam Austin 


Lists 6 Models 
In New 734 Line 


Butler, Pa., Jan. 2.—Six car 
models, three passenger and three 
commercial, will constitute the 
line of the American Austin Car 
Co. for 1934. These cars are all 
of the Bantam type and are 
mounted on the standard Austin 
chassis. The passenger cars have 
a@ price range of from $295 for the 
kusiacss. , COUPE to. $265 for the de 
luxe Cope g. Tae éemiercial cars 
range from $365 for the pick-up 
td $395 for the pony express and 
tae delivery. These prices are 


(Geaiianed on Page 4) 
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and how well he tell his prospect Re a r I Ss 


of them. Salesmen, too, must re- 

volt against old practices the new 

deal calls for new methods. Pas- (Continued ‘rom Page 1) 

sive selling is out; high-pressure 

selling is taboo; intelligent selling happen that whn Bill Ullman 

based on knowledge of your prod- coma aia ae Ral nrgy i Pe 

uct and common-sense is the need fs wepenina rae Sear ‘a ia 
will demand a wily “A Word in 

Edgewise.” 















for 1934. With all these forces 
fighting in unison the industry 


must rise. 


* * 


AND THEN tere is F. Ed 


Spooner—“On the Spot,” a writing 
by-line which he nade famous in 


e ° e 
Virginia Starts 
e 

Code Authority carried through a quarter century 
ceiesnlies or more of the automobile busi- 
ness. You are going to see Spoon- 
er on guard in the Commodore 
lobby, buttonholing people for 
material for the daily column of 
personality notes 'which he is to 
contribute. “Spotty” knows every- 
one worth while in the industry 
and that column of his will be a 
replica of the one that he ran for 
years in the Detroit Free Press, 


Richmond, Jan. 2.—The Vir- 
ginia Automotive Trade Assn. has 
divided the state into 15 districts, 
same comprising from five to 
eight counties each. For each 
| district there is a vice-president 
who is responsible for association 
activities in general. There is 
also a state advisory board con- 
sisting of nine men who were 


elected at a meeting held here in|When he was its automobile 
October. editor. , Z 
Each of the 15 districts has an THERE IS «a close bond of 


executive committees composed of friendship between Spooner and 





Speaking of Revolutions 
D JRING the past year we have 

heard reports on many revo- 
iution i. Some resulted in blood- 
shed and others were carried out 


rall 1 bullets. 

3 coun had our 

ttle revoln- « change 

en mad ietty, but the 

>* heen no less exciting. 

As e result of ange peo- 


have begun to regain con- 
ence in their own abilities and 


ere placing a higher value upon 
tem selves. Coming even closer 
we me has been the revolution 
n 2» automobile industry. This 
lat. revolution has resulted in 
le.’ car designs, new methods of 
‘0 uction, new comfort and 
ue.’ economy for the owner. And 


brought a new method of mer- 
whandising which insures a fair 
eal for the buyer and a fair profit 
for the seller. We now enter 1934 
in a position to enjoy the fruits 
of our struggles during the past 
year. 


During the past year the en- 
gineer has had his first real fling 
in years. As the result of this 
new freedom on his part we have 
independently sprung wheels, ride 
stabilizers, increased power and 
greater economy. We have new 
ideas of steering which make for 
greater er*-' { ease of opera- 
Lio ny new auto- 

s which pro- 
“or: his own 
lesieners, working 
with serodynamic | 
devised sleek new | 


last but not least the revolt oa 





yer 
+ #} 

fecy 

,erises 20d 

m™ contre on 


auuve 


modeis which reduce wind resist- | 

»ynsequently give greater 
opc g economy. These new | 
type: io offer increased comfort | 
peau: 1¢ reduction in wind} 
roar at gh speeds and provide 


a new arrangement of roomier 
seats and increased leg room. This 
revolt of the engineers against the 
traditional designs of the past will 
certainly be the highpoint in 1934 
automotive circles. 

From the merchandising stand- 
point the revolt of the dealer 
against bad practices of the past 
has been far reaching. For the 
first time since the birth of the 
automobile the dealer has taken 
definite steps to get a controlling 
hold on the tiger’s tail. Already 
the tiger is weakening and some 
of the bugaboos of yesterday are 
fading into thin air. 

The big job now remains up to 
the salesman. More automobiles 
can be sold in 1934 than were sold 
in 1933. Greater profits can be 
enjoyed by all concerned in the 
manufacturer and sale of auto- 
mobiles. The public can enjoy 
greater bargains due to the fact 
that the new deal puts all buyers 
on the same basis and gives no 
favor to the sharp trader. The 
one of biggest. assets: :the. sales- 
4man has toddy.is the advantages 
built into -the ‘new cars ‘by the 
makers. The salesman’s: biggest 
asset now, asin the :past; is ‘how 
well he knows’ these advantages |’ 








ot 
* First Ten - 33 | 26678|19340|75254/218491 ° 
Mos. Total 82 | 24620/23844/24842| 95599 


from five to seven men, with 
a chairman for each. These dis- 
trict executive committees have 
primary responsibility for Code 
enforcement, violations being re- 
ported to them and handled by 
them first, if possible, and only 
where they cannot satisfactorily 
adjust, are same to be referred to 
the state group, who in turn, will 
pass to the state Advisory Board 
for proper action. 


At the meeting referred to 
above, by-laws were amended so 
that dues now include N.A.D.A. 
service and the official guides. It 
has been the policy of the asso- 
ciation, however, to send bulletins 
and all information obtainable 
thus far to non-members as well 
as members. 


During the past two or three 
months, membership has increased 
over 600 per cent, There are still, 
however, a large number of deal- 
ers in our state who have not | 
yot ma@@s arrangements for prc 


curing the Official Guide. 


the columnist, fcr it was this vet- 
eran who really got the editor his 


field. It happen:d this way: 

Some forty yetrs ago this same 
Ed Spooner was a stalwart young 
man with a yer for cycling and 
an aspiration to break the world’s 
twenty-four-hour road _ record. 
That was in the days when we 
rode the high-wheeled bicycles— 
the “ordinaries,” as we called ’em. 
He broke the record over the west 
side boulevards in Chicago—some- 
thing like 325 miles, as I recall it, 
and yours truly was one of his 
pacemakers. 

At that time [ was a cub re- 
porter on the Chicago Daily News 
and writing its hicycle news. 
Spooner was a bicycle salesman 
who gave me lots of my stuff, so 
he figured that he, too, should 
turn cycling editor. So he set up 
a syndicate to furnish bicycle 
notes to the ct4er dailies under 
e ati Aa. at “fNe st 
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|Spot" And» 








LATEST CUMUI. ‘TIVE NEW PASSENGER 


aber of new automobiles registered in each state during the preceding 
, News immediately upon release by R. L. Polk & Co. twice weekly. 
with exception of New Jersey, supplied by New Jersey Motor List Co. 


These cumulative figures, showl:¢: 1 
month are published in Automoti 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk 
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the bicycle era a1d which he has | 


first job in the trade newspaper 
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‘little later, in 1892, Robert Beach, tre sure 





FORD GROUP 









JANUARY 3, 1934 


when N. H. Van Sicklen, who was 
publisher of “Bearings,” the lead- 
ing bicycle paper, was looking for 
a rookie assistant editor, it was 
Spooner who says why not try 
Chris Sinsabaugh. 

Bd a 
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THROUGH THE YEARS Spoon- 
er and I have been following the 
same newspaper highway and 
now in our twilight era we find 
|ourselves together again on the 
same assignment—covering the 
national automobile show. 

Spooner has it on me in that he 
has to his credit of having at- 
tended every national automobile 
show held in both Chicago and 
New York, a record which he 
shares with no one else. John 
|Willys was running neck and 
neck with him on this until year 
| before last when he was in Poland 
at show time, United States am- 
bassador. 


| Wholesalers Organize, 


Elect Permanent Staff 


Dayton, O., Jan. 2.—The re- 
cently organized Automotive 
Wholesalers Assn. of Montgomery 
|county at a meeting held here 
| Thursday elected its first set of 
|/permanent officers for 1934. 

V. C. Boad, of the M. D. Larkin 
|Co., was elected president. Others 
elected were E. J. Leen, Genuine 
Auto Parts Co., vice-president; R. 
H. Brown, York Supply Co., secre- 
tary and H. C. Weiler, Weiler 
Welding Co., treasurer. George A. 
Krebs, Krebco Co., J. C. Melat, 
Ludlow Battery and Ignition Co., 
L. P. Marshall, Lewis Motor Mart 
Co. and B. O. Furnas, Auto Elec- 
tric Equipment Co., were made 
board members. 








Munnelly Named 

Hartford, Jan. 2.—D. J. Mun- 
nelly of the Capitol Chevrolet Co. 
was elected president of the Hart- 
ford County Retail Automobile 
Salesmen’s Assn. at a meeting 
here attended by 50 salesmen. 
Other officers named were: Wil- 
liam F.. McCarth: >-president; 
Ssahs rctorscen, and 
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Fisher Guild 
Names School 
Heads to Board 


Detroit, Jan. 2.— Frank Cody, 
superintendent of public schools, 
Detroit, has been made a member 
of the newly 
created advisory 
board of the 
Fisher Body 
Craftsman’s 
Guild, W. A. 
Fisher, president 
of the Guild, has 
announced. 

Public school 
educators 
throughout the 
United States 
have taken a 
strong interest 








Frank Cody 
in the Guild, the purpose of which 


is the promotion of interest in 
craftsmanship and _ handiwork. 
More than 750,000 boys on the 
North American continent are 
members of the Guild. 

Announcement of requirements 
for the fourth annual Competi- 
tion, made a few weeks ago, dis- 
closed that scholarship awards 
have been increased from six 
valued at $5,000 each to 24, rang- 
ing in value from $500 to $5,000, 
with a total value of $51,000. 


Other public school officials who 
have been appointed to the ad- 
visory board are Patrick T. Camp- 
bell, superintendent of schools, 
Boston; Laurence J. Young, 
supervisor of Industrial Arts 
Shopwork, New York; Willis A. 
Sutton, superintendent of schools, 
Atlanta; Paul C. Stetson, superin- 
tendent of schools, Indianapolis; 
R. L. Jones, superintendent of 
schools, Memphis; Carroll R. Reed, 
superintendent of schools, Minne- 
apolis; George Melcher, superin- 
tendent of schools, Kansas City; 
N. R. Crozier, superintendent of 
schools, Dallas; Worth McClure, 


superintender.i of schools, Seattle, 
and Prank Powells, ev perintand.- 


ent of schools, Los Angeles. 
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Nat'l Traffic 
League Urges 
Modified Rules 


Chicago, Jan. 2.—Responding to 
queries of Joseph B. Eastman, 
Federal Co-ordinator of Transpor- 
tation, regarding legal authority 
and desirability of regulation of 
contract and private highway car- 
riers and waterway carriers, Na- 
tional Industrial Traffic League 
has expressed opinion that modi- 








fied regulation is desirable and | 
that ample legal precedent exists | 


for regulation. 
“There are broad measures,” says 


the vpinion of counsel of the| 


League, “which Congress can im- 
pose upon contract carriers and 
even on private carriers by high- 
way or waterway which unques- 
tionably would be found constitu- 
tional by the Supreme Court.” 

Such measures, the League 
deems, although broad, ought not 
to be radical because “some such 
measures as have been suggested 
we believe the court would con- 
demn as unconstitutional.” This 
would not, it is held, preclude leg- 
islation regulating rates and prac- 
tices of contract carriers, their 
accounting methods, protection of 
their patrons from loss by require- 
ment of bonds, etc., and even legis- 
lation extending to matters of 
safety. 

“RWederal regulations applicable 
to interstate operators, whether 
contract or private, going beyond 
their interstate activities and pur- 
porting to regulate also their in- 
trastate transactions, probably 
would be within the powers of 
Congress,” states the League’s 
counsel. 


Province Extends Tag Date 


Montreal, Jan. 2.—Saskatchewan 
motorists have been granted a free 
extension of motor licenses until 





Detroit Co. Buys 
Dominion Motors 


Detroit, Jan. 2—Dominion Mo- 
tors, Ltd., Toronto, has been pur- 
chased by the Winslow Baker 
Meyering Corp., Detroit refinanc- 
ing company. Purchase price was 
not revealed. Dominion Motors 
assembles and distributes the 
Frontenac and Durant cars and 
Rugby trucks in Canada. It em- 
ploys 400 persons in Toronto and 
has 250 dealers in the Dominion. 

Winslow Baker Meyering re- 
cently purchased the Copeland 
Products Corp. and the Durant 
Motor Corp. of Lansing. It has 
either purchased outright or ac- 
quired a refinancing interest in 
10 companies in different parts of 
the country. 


24 Manufacturers Show 


At Philadelphia Exhibit 


Philadelphia, Jan. 2.—There will 
be 24 makes of passenger cars and 
five makes of commercial cars on 
display at the 33rd annual Auto- 
mobile Show in Convention Hall, 
Jan. 15 to 20. It is the opinion of 
the show committee, of which Guy 
A. Willey, president of the Phila- 
delphia Automobile Trade Associ- 
ation, is chairman, that the event 
will disclose that the motor indus- 
try has taken the lead in the prac- 
tical recovery movement by the 
development of 1934 products so 
greatly improved over those of 
other years that they create a vir- 
tually new market. 


License Tag War 

Baton Rouge, La. Jan. 2 
(UTPS).—A tag war between 
Louisiana and Mississippi looms 
with the announcement by E. P. 
Ray, superintendent of the state 
highway patrol, that truck reci- 
procity between the two states 
would be discontinued because 
“Mississippi’s unwillingness to ex- 
tend any privileges at all to 
Louisiana operators.” 
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Chicago Steel Mills 


Expect Large Auto Orders 


Chicago, Jan. 2.—The recent 
sharp upturn, which last week 
boosted operations among steel 
mills in the Chicago area to 40 
per cent of capacity, is expected 
to continue and the automotive in- 
dustry will play a more important 
part than hitherto in maintaining 
or even bettering the rate. 

Up to recently, the demands of 
car manufacturers have not been 
as important a factor as at times 
in causing the steady climb in 
steel mill operations. The major 
share of orders has come from 
other sources. It is predicted that 
the automotive industry is now set 
to regain its former dominant 
position as a purchaser of steel. 


Uniform Trucking Rates 
In Effect in Indiana 


Indianapolis, Jan. 2.—A new set 
of uniform regulations and mini- 
mum rates governing all trucks 
operating for hire in Indiana 
went into effect here last Satur- 
day through order of the public 
service commission. The new 
rates adhere to the railroad mile- 
age scale for transportation of 
freight and express. 

Truckers, according to the new 
set-up, have the same rates as 
rail carriers, but are able to give 
additional pick-up and store-door 
delivery service. Rates for truck- 
loads of merchandise are one- 
half the minimum weight of rail 
carloads. Truck operators, ex- 
cept those exempt by law, who 
fail to file rate schedules with the 
commission or that operate with- 
out permits or certificates, will be 


subject to prosecution, it was an- 


nounced. 


Burgess Looks Ahead 

Madison, Jan. 2.—Sales increases 
are expected to reach at least 350,- 
000 units, is the hope for 1934 by 


| Burgess Batterv Co. officials. The 


eoncern has developed an air in- 


take silencer for Studebakers and | 
Fords and looks forward to the | 
|; new year with optimism. — 
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Highway Building 
Program Speeded 





Washington, Jan. 2.—The close 
of 1933 found public works high- 
way construction well advanced 
with contracts still being let at 
high speed in spite of winter 
weather, according to Bureau of 
Public Roads progress reports. 


Men reported employed on pub- 
lis works highways on Dec. 30 
totaled 128,653. This is the em- 
ployment on that part of the pub- 
lic works program under the sup- 
ervision of the Bureau of Public 
Roads operating according to pro- 
visions of the National Industrtal 
Recovery Act allotting $400,000,000 
for emergency construction of 
highways. 

Work already advertised for con- 
tract and started by day labor em- 
ployed directly by the highway 
authorities amounts to 59 per cent 
of the allotment. The high speed 
at which construction contracts 
have been let indicates that within 
a few months men will be at work 
on projects that take up the en- 
tire allotment, highway officials 
report. 


Projects completed under the 
program total 430 involving an ex- 
penditure of $10,961,000. 

reatt of employment under 
the Bureau of Public Roads pro- 
gram is expected in the’spring and 
ear'y summer of this wear 


AAA to Study 


Revenues Grab 
At Show Dinner 


Washington, Jan. 2.- —Following 
a custom of many years, the 
board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Automobile Assn. will hold 
its semi-annuai meeting at the 





; Same time that the motor indus- 


| try is foregathered for iis annual 
celebration. : 
The AAA board will open 

| Session. n the moraine of Jan. 

wt Ly > r . la 

riotel ig isyivania 


Thos. ir. Heay, of Detroit, presi- 
dent of the national motoring 
body, will preside. 

The meeting, according to Mr. 
Henry, will largely be of a busi- 
ness character, although it is ex- 
pected the subject of misappro- 
priation of motor revenues and 
legal means to stop the practice 
will come in for a good deal of 
discussion. 

Consideration will also be given 


| to the various automotive coies 
and their *f--t va the users of 
highway tra nsport, with particu- 
| lar reference to the passenger car 


owners of the scamaiiain 
The AAA nas receutiy-take r 

strong stand against government 
fixing of minimum prices for 
petroleum products and Mr. 
Henry indicated that the board 
would review the situation as of 
the time of the meeting, with a 
view to further clarification of 
policy and strategy in the interest 
of consumer protection. 


Pratt Heads Truckers; 
Delivery Rates Increased 


New York, Jan. 2.— Theodore 
D. Pratt, of New York City, will 
direct affairs of the New York 
State Motor Truck Assn. for 
another year following his re- 
election at the concluding con- 
vention session in Syracuse. 
Other officers chosen are H. V. 
Middleworth, Edward Fitzgerald 
and A. E. Coleman, all of New 
York, vice-presidents; Harry 
Sparry, of Albany, secretary; W. 
D. Buxby, of New York, treasurer; 
Mr. Pratt and Joseph H. EHisen- 
berg, of Syracuse, George W. 
Daniels, of New York, L. H. 
Schultz, of Batavia, Charles 
Westlake, of Elmira, and Charles 
A. Kuhns, of Niagara Falls, di- 
rectors. 

The association agreed to in- 
crease delivery rates to make 
them uniform throughout the 
state. Common carrier rates will 
be the same as those of rail- 
roads, based on a_ classified 
system. 
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Speakers Named |Only One Model 
For NACC Lunch | Planned for ’34 
In N. Y., Jan. 8} By Continental 


New York, Jan. 2.—The export Grand Rapids, Jan. 2.—Only one 
outlook for the motor industry in} model, the four-cylinder Conti- 
1934 will be analyzed at the In-| nental, will be built by Continental 
ternational Day luncheon and con-| Motors Corp. in 1934, according to 
ference which will be held at the] present plans. A possibility exists, 
Ambassador Hotel, New York,| though, that production on the 
Monday, Jan. 8, in honor of dis-| two larger models will start at a 
tinguished overseas visitors at-| later date. 
tending the National Automobile The four-cylinder Continental 
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Last (Minute Wall Street Wires 


From CONRAD ALEXANDER 
Wall Sireet Correspondent, Automotive Daily News 









New York, Jan. 2, 3:10 P. M.—With General Motors and 
Chrysler making new highs for the past 12 months, 
motor s.ocks today started the new year in the buoyant 
mood with which they closed 1933. General Motors 
crossed 36 and Chrysler topped 59. There was some 
selling late in the day, however, apparently induced by 
desire of some holders to take profits. 













Show. 

J. L. Merrill, president, Pan- 
American Society, will discuss 
“The World’s Brighter Outlook” 
and Samuel D. Post, vice-president 
of the Guaranty Trust Co., will 
lead the discussion on “Selling 
Abroad Under Present Exchange 
Conditions.” Mr. Merrill is also 
director of the American Manu- 
facturers’ Export Ass’n and presi- 
dent of the All-American Cables. 

H. G. Moock, sales manager, 
Plymouth Motor Corp., will discuss 
“Car Merchandising Today.” 

Representatives of automotive 
organizations abroad will discuss 
problems and conditions in their 
respective countries. Visitors to 
the conference will be the guests 
of the National Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce at a lunch- 
eon preceding the session. They 
will be welcomed on behalf of 
American motor car manufactur- 
ers by Robert C. Graham, vice- 
president, Graham - Paige Motors 
Corp. and chairman of the cham- 
ber’s export committee, and by 
Alfred Reeves, chamber vice-presi- 
dent. 









Nash Introdeces 
LaFayette Into 
Low Price Field 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ing. All are vice presidonts in 
charge of these divisions for the 
parent company. 

Karl H. Bronson, for the past 
three years director of advertising 
and sales promotion of the Gra- 
ham-Paige Motors Corp., has been 
named as the new LaFayette ad- 
vertising manager. Bronson’s 
headquarters will be at Kenosha. 
He formerly had advertising asso- 
ciations with Dodge, De Soto and 
Packard. 


the Plymouths. 
the 


will be manufactured in four body 
styles, a business coupe, de luxe 
coupe with rumble seat, two-door 
sedan, and a four-door sedan. The 
local factory and the motor plant 
in Muskegon are now on full 
schedule producing the line. Dur- 
ing the first year of the company’s 
history, total sales were approxi- 
mately 2,800 cars. 


50,000 Reported 
At Showing of 
New De Sotos 


Detroit, Jan.2—Automobile 
manufacturers have every reason 
to be optimistic today, L. G. Peed, 
general sales manager of the De 
Soto Motor Corp., said in discus- 
sing the public showing of the new 
Airflow De Soto cars held in the 
new De Soto-Chrysler showrooms, 
Sunday. 

“Fifty thousand Detroiters saw 
the new cars,” Mr. Peed said, “and 
more orders were booked than 
have ever been taken at a similar 
pre-showing in the company’s his- 
tory.” Several thousand others 
registered for demonstrations in 
the new cars. 

“If the public reaction to the De 
Soto showing is any criterion,” Mr. 
Peed continued, “we can expect 
the coming automobile shows will 
be the most enthusiastically at- 
tended in the history of the trade.” 





Plymouth Has 


2 New Models 
Ready for Show 


(Continued from Page 1) 
improvements are announced for 
Among them are 
independent front wheel 





springing which is said to banish 
wheel “shimmy” and to add greatly 
to the car’s riding qualities. Both 
models have a new ventilating 
system and in addition the De 
Luxe has side window vents which 
may be adjusted to any angle to! 
control air currents. There are 
also two rear window vents on 
the De Luxe closed models. 

A new easy shift transmission, 
quiet in all forward speeds, is 
now standard on both models. 
The Floating Power engine mount- 
ings have been further refined to | 
attain smoothness and quiet for 
the motor. A new easy-action 
clutch and a more rugged rear 
axle are also among the me- 
chanical improvements noted on 
these cars. 


Prest-O-Lite Absorbs 
Am. Leather Products Co. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 2.—Sales of 
the American Leather Products 
Co., makers of sales equipment, to 
the Prest-O-Lite Storage Battery 
Corp., is announced here by R. R. 
Scott, sales manager. 

Equipment and supplies of the 
leather firm are being moved from 
its old location at 1103 West 
Twenty-second street to the Prest- 
O-Lite plant in Speedway City. 
Mr. Scott becomes vice-president 
in charge of sales. J. H. McDuffee, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager of Prest-O-Lite, becomes 


Widespread Rice 
is Recurded By 


Business Survey 


New York, Jan. 2.—According 
to the current survey conducted 
by International Business Ma- 
chines Corp. a definite forward 
movement is under way in prac- 
tically every field of this country’s 
economic life and still greater 
progress is expected in 1934. 

Reduced unemployment, in- 
creased purchasing power, larger 
factory operations, an improved 
farm position and specially active 
conditions in such industries as 
automobiles and steel are the 
facts upon which the opinion is 
based, Thomas J. Watson, presi- 
dent of International Business 
Machines Corp., stated in making 
public the survey. 

“Actual improvement through- 
out the country, is a matter of 
authentic record,” Mr. Watson 
said in commenting on the results 
of the survey. “In the third 
quarter of this year, 205 corpora- 
tions earned an aggregate net 
profit of $162,000,000 compared 
with an aggregate net loss of 
$25,000,000 in the same quarter of 
last year, according to the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board. Of 110 com- 
panies which have acted on divi- 
dends since Oct. 1, all but ten 





acted favorably. Forty-seven of president. 

them increased their dividends ig aes : 
and seven declared initial divi- Auburn PreView 
dends.” New York, Jan. 2.—The Auburn 


Automobile Co. will hold a dealer 
and distributor pre-show meeting | 
here next Friday at 621 W. 56th 
St. 


Retailers in practically all sec- 
tions report increases in volume 
from five per cent to 40 per cent 
over the same time last year. 





Automotive Industry 


Passenger car output for the 
industry last year is placed at 
1,685,000 units, truck production 
at 363,000. Wholesale value of the 
two classes of vehicles is calcu- 
lated at $795,200,000 and $175,- 
000,000 respectively. The average 
factory price of passenger ve- 
hicles is put at $630 while that 
for commercial cars for the year 
was $645. 

One of the most impressive 
figures in the list is that which 
shows an increase of almost 
$100,000,000 in the tax burden of 
the nation’s motor car owners 
during 1933. Total motor taxes 
of all types paid during the in- 
terval are estimated at $1,170,- 
000,000 as compared with $1,076,- 
000,000 in the previous year. 
Leaders of the motor industry 
confine their statistical comment 
on the significance of the figure 
to the single statement that it 
represents 11 per cent of all taxes, 
Federal, state and municipal. 

Gasoline taxes, Federal and 
state, accounted for $716,000,000 of 
this total. 

Not alone in those figures deal- 
ing with the industry’s own 


stature but in others showing its | 


Nears 


the Billion Dollar Class 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that there are 103,161 retail auto- 
motive outlets in the country. 
The number of car dealers last 
year was 36,500. Garages, service 
stations and repair shops aggre- 


Bantam Austin 
Lists 6 Models 


In New 734 Line 


(Continued from Page 1) 


less equipment and accessories or 
tax, delivered retail at the Butler 
factory. 

All of the six models are regu- 
lar production cars except the 
pony express, which is built on 
special order and requires three 
weeks. The five standard models 
are the business coupe, standard 
coupe, de luxe coupe, panel and 
pick-up. 

The cars for 1934 retail all of 
the refinements of the 1933 models 
with additional improvements 
which have been _ incorporated 
since the last announcement. The 
cars now incorporate the Red-hed 
engine which has been refined in 
many details. There is a new dis- 
tributor drive in which the dis- 
tributor shaft is driven directly 
from the camshaft. The gener- 
ator drive is now driven by a 
V-belt which also drives the fan. 








gated 98,161 while the motor ve- 
hicle user had his choice of 
317,000 filling stations. 

Last in the industry’s own story 
of its spread during 1933 are the 
figures which deal with export 
markets and which reflect a come- 
back comparable to that staged 
in the domestic field. The 233,000 
motor vehicles sold outside the 
U. S. represented an increase of 
29 per cent over the previous 
year and accounted for 11.5 per 
cent of the industry’s total pro- 


The new engine is claimed to 
develop considerably more power 
due to an improved cam design 
and other refinements in the mov- 
ing parts. The new piston rings 
are improved and are now all 
mounted above the piston pins. 
There is an improved engine 
mounting which permits the en- 
gine to float on resilient oil resist- 
ing cushions. 

One of the reported features of 
the car is the large number of 
anti-friction bearings throughout. 





duction. Their value, with that 
of tires and replacement parts, 
was $135,000,000. 

The figures may not total up so 
large as those of prosperity years, 
but they are much larger than 
those for 1932 and, because they 
are, the motor industry is in- 
spired today with the conviction 
that 1934 will bring real revival! 


Chicago eens 


relation to other enterprises does | 
motor transport loom large even | 


in a year of depression. 

Topmost in the tabulation in 
this respect is the 2,621,000 figure 
relating to carloads of automotive 
freight shipped over the coun- 
try’s railroads during the past 
year. Other figures reveal that 
85 per cent of all gasoline con- 
sumed, 80 per cent of rubber, 38 
per cent of plate glass, 15 per 
cent of steel and iron, 28 per cent 
of the nickel, and 25 per cent of 
the aluminum used last year 
found application in motor trans- 
port. 

The figure on lubricants is par- 
ticularly of interest. America 
may have developed the highest 
expression of the machine age, 
but of all the machines in service, 


| the motor vehicle required 59 per 


cent of all the lubricants con- 


sumed in 1933. 
Truck Figures 

In the tabulation relating to the 
3,195,000 trucks in service, it is 
shown that 86 per cent are pri- 
vately owned and operated and 
that but 14 per cent are classed 
as common or contract carriers. 
The tabulation further reveals 
that 26 per cent of all trucks 
registered are owned by farmers. 
The actual figure given is 830,000 
vehicles. 

Motor trucks last year paid a 
total of $295,000,000 in taxes, the 
sum representing one-fourth of 
the total motor tax bill despite 
the fact that trucks constitute 
but one-eighth of the number of 
registered vehicles. 

Numerically, the motor bus 
finds its great2st use in the trans- 
portation of school children, with 
21,000 consolidated schools oper- 
ating 60,000 out of a total of 
105,000 such vehicles now in serv- 


ice. Revenue buses number 45,000 here next Friday at 


with 17,500 exgaged in local or 
transit service. Sixty steam rail- 
roads are listed as operators of 


| bus services, with 235 street rail- 


way companies also engaged in 
this type of enterprise. 

The far-fluag character of the 
automotive trade in the U. S. is 
revealed in figures which show 


| James Van Etta, manager of the 





| Motor 


Large Crowds 


To Auto Show 





Chicago, Jan. 2.— Automobile 
row here will be well represented 
at the New York national show. | 
Among those who have declared | 
their intention of being present at 
the classic are Lafayette Markle, 
president and general manager of 


{powerplant with 
|ciprocating parts. 


The crankshaft is mounted on a 
double-row ball-bearing in front 
and a cylindrical bearing in the 
rear. In the new transmission 
with its aluminum case bolted to 
the engine crankcase for making 


a unit construction ball or roller 


bearings are on all shafts. 

The engine is an L-head block- 
cast four with 2.2 by 3-inch cylin- 
ders. The tax rating is 7.6 horse- 
power. This is a high speed type 
lightweight re- 

The pistons 
are aluminum alloy and lubrica- 
tion is by pressure. Three speeds 
forward are provided by the ball- 


| bearing transmission. 


Dodge to Launch 


Expanded Truck 


the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn.; Charles E. Gambill, presi- " , 
dent of the Gambill Motor Co., Detroit, Jan. 2.—That domestic 
Inc. Hupmobile distributors; | shipments of Dodge commercial 
Thomas J. Hay, president of the| cars and trucks alone, during No- 
National Used Car Market Report, | vember, 1933, amounted to 4,554 
Inc., and treasurer of Thomas J.| units, a volume 11 times that re- 
Hay, Inc., Reo distributors, and| corded for the same month of 
1932—making the month the best 
November in the history of Dodge 
truck building, is stated by J. D. 
Burke, director of truck sales of 
Dodge Brothers Corp. The 12 
months’ total of 1933 truck ship- 
ments, according to Mr. Burke, 
will be more than four times that 
of 1932. 

“Our November truck _§ship- 
ments did not include some 2,000 
orders which we were compelled 
to take over into December,” Mr. 
Burke explains. The acceptance 
of our improved truck lines dur- 
ing the year just concluded, the 
backlog of business we have on 
hand, and dealer and fleet orders 
coming in with every mail have 
made it necessary for Dodge 
Brothers to launch an extensive 
expansion program by which the 
company’s exclusive Detroit truck 
factory will be materially in- 
creased. 

“One single expenditure, 
amounting to a quarter million 
dollars is being made on further 
enlargement of a plant equipped 
with the most modern machines, 
Low meeting | jigs dies and tools for the build- 
239 W. 66th | ing of our comprehensive line of 

| steel truck bodies to be factory- 
mounted on Dodge chassis. 

“This new plant, together with 
2 other expansions of production 
tration desk for International Day | facilities will enable Dodge to 
will be open in the NACC offices| take care of the considerable 
here next Satu’day, Jan. 6, at| business increase that is foreseen 


10:30 a. m. { for 1934.” 
4 


y 


Program in 1934 


Lincoln retail establishment on 
the “row.” 

A number of others have made 
tentative plans to visit the New 
York exposition. The largest 
quota from Chicago, of course, will 
represent such big automotive 
companies as Bendix, Stewart- 
Warner, Borg-Warner, and Pines 
Waterfront. 

Chicago advertising agencies 
and the metropolitan daili+s will 
also have delegations of consider- 
able proportions. 

In addition to taking in the ex- 
hibits at the show, motor row’s 
distributors will be interested in 
the deliberations of the National 
Automobile Dealers’ Asin. conven- 
tion. Mr. Gambill is a director 
and executive committee member 
of the association, anc Mr. Markle 
is NRA administraior for the 
“State of Chicago.” 





Stutz Pre-View 
New York, Jan. 2.—The Stutz 
Car Co. will hold a dealer 
and distributor pre-s 


St. 


NACC Registrations 
New York, Jan. 2.—The regis- | 






